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when the worshipper wishes to add to the titles of the being whom he invokes in his litanies.
' Agni, Varuna, Mitra, ye gods, give us strength, and ye hosts of Maruts, and Vishnu. May both the Asvins, Rudra, and the wives of the deities, with Pushan, Bhaga, and Saras-vati, be pleased with us.
' I invoke for our protection Indra and Agni, Mitra and Varana, Aditi, heaven, earth and sky, the Maruts, the mountains, the waters, Vishnu, Pushan, Brahmanaspati, Bhaga, Samsa and Savitri.
e And may Vishnu and the wind, uninjuring, and Soma, the bestower of riches, give us happiness. And may the Ribhas, Asvins, Tvashtri and Vibhvan be favourable to us, so as to grant us wealth.51
Dwarf In- Much of the later mythology respecting Vishnu turns on the Dwarf Incarnation, which may be compared with tine myth of the maimed Hephaistos. In both cases the defect is simply a veil putting out of view the irresistible power of the god. The fire at its birth is weak, and its flame puny; the sun sheds but little warmth as he rests on the horizon at his rising 5 and it might well be said that none could tell how vast a power lay in these seemingly weak and helpless beings. So Vishnu, manifesting himself as the Dwarf, obtains from the Asuras as much as he can Ite upon, or as much as he can cover in three strides. It is thus that Bali, the great enemy of the gods, is overcome. Having conquered the three worlds, Bali terrifies Indra, who, with other deities, beseeches Vishnu to take the shape of a dwarf and deceive their conqueror. Having in this shape approached the son of Virochana and obtained the boon of the three paces, 'the thrice-stepping Vishnu assumed a miraculous form, and with three paces took possession of the worlds. For with one step he occupied the whole earth, with a second the eternal atmosphere, and with a third the sky. Having then assigned to the Asura Bali an abode in Patala (the infernal region), he gave the empire of the three worlds to Indra/2 In the MaMbharata this fact is ascribed to
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